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Dear Students and Parents, 


Welcome to another semester and for some of you your last semester here at Rowland. As we begin the new term, I hope that many of you will be focused on earning your diploma in June. 


It is important that you keep with the work in government in order to earn a passing grade. All students must pass government in order to graduate from Rowland. If you are unable to keep up with the work it is important that you get in contact with me as soon as possible in order to figure out some possible solutions in order for you to graduate. Ultimately it is your responsibility to earn a passing grade.


In this packet is a detailed syllabus, which includes the course requirements, outline of the course and class expectations. In this class you will learn the foundations of democracy and analyze our current situation and how it has developed over time in this changing world. This not just a current event class, but a study and application of the underpinnings of American government You will be required to complete several projects that deal with today’s shaping history and will discuss with the class your views along with listening to other viewpoints. It may be to your benefit if you are able to read several newspapers and magazines such as the Los Angeles Times or Newsweek or watch the evening news to get ideas and stories.


Students who are struggling through the course or are having difficulty should contact me ASAP so that we can insure the success of your school year. As part of the Raider Goals of Thinkers, Communicators, and Contributors, it is everyone’s responsibility to implement these ideas in all aspects of the class so that your goal of graduation is reached. 


After you have finished reading the syllabus and expectations, please sign your name at the end of the packet acknowledging that you have read and understood what is expected of you this semester. 


If you have any questions please feel free to contact me through email at aurbien@mail.rowland.k12.ca.us or call 626-965-3448, ext. 3239. 








Sincerely,









Miss Aimee Urbien

Advanced Placement Government

Introduction 


The Advanced Placement course in United States Government and Politics is designed to give students a critical perspective on politics and government. This course involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret United States politics and the analysis of specific case studies. It also requires familiarity with various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas tat make up the American political reality. At the conclusion of the course, students will have the opportunity to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the hopes of receiving college credit. I encourage that all students to take the AP exam. Students who do no will have an extra paper assigned during the second semester, which will count as the final for the class. Students who take the exam will be given points for their final which will only help their grade. 

Course Requirements

1. You are to be prepared for every class. This includes bringing your notebook and book to class everyday. Reading and assignments should be dome the previous night. 

2. A spiral notebook will be used which will contain all class notes, handouts and assignments.

3. Government will be a discussion-based class. Students are expected to participate in class while listening to classmates and being respectful. 

4. All assignments are to be turned in on time. No late work will be accepted. 
5. Students who do not take the AP test in May will be required to write a 10 page paper on a topic assigned by me and due in a timely matter.
Evaluation

Grades will be determined by a point system with the following weights:


Tests/Quizzes




30%


Final





25%


Term Papers




20%


Notebooks




15%


Participation




10%

I. Tests/Quizzes/FRQ’s: A test or quiz will be given every week and will always include at least one FRQ. Students who score a D or F on a test, quiz or FRQ will be required to redo the assignment and can earn up to a C. Students who fail to make up the redo will earn a zero. You have three school days from the day the results are returned to you to redo you answers with the correct answers and explanations. 

II. Final: A two part final will be given during finals week which will include a comprehensive multiple choice test and several FRQ’s. This will be in the style of an AP tests and will be curved accordingly. 

III. Term Papers: Two term papers will be given during the semester dealing with the issues of American government and politics. The first paper will be due before winter break and another will be assigned which will be due when you return from winter break. Each paper is worth 100 points. 

IV. Notebooks: Notebooks include all class notes, handouts and homework. It will be graded at least twice during the grading period. All notebooks are due within the first 15 minutes of class unless announced by the teacher. 

a. Homework assignments will usually be assigned on Monday and will only be stamped on Friday of that week. If you are absent it is your responsibility to get the work stamped before that day. If you are tardy to class on Friday’s you will not get full credit for your homework. Get to class on time. Stamps will only be given at the beginning of the class period.

b. Notebook checks will be announced in advance. Please be in class for notebook checks. Students who are absent or turn in a late notebook will drop one letter grade down for each day it is late. After 3 days, no late notebooks will be accepted. 

c. It is the student’s responsibility to get all worksheets when they are absent and glued into the notebook in a timely matter.

d. It is to the discretion of the teacher to have surprise notebook checks for extra credit.

V. Participation: Includes class discussions and following class/school rules. Be respectful during class presentations and discussions. You will lose points if you are habitually tardy and/or absent. Points will also be deducted if the following items are seen or worn in class: hoods, hats, beanies, etc., cell phones, mp3 players, ipods, cd players, etc. Also, NO FOOD OR DRINKS IN THE CLASSROOM!

Student Name _________________________________________________

Student Signature ______________________________________________

Fall 2009


